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The Petition and Caſe of the # Es 
Poo? Paiſoners fo2 Debt, -- --- 


Humbly ſheweth, nd 


That your Petitioners are part of a vait Number of his Majeſties Loyal Snbjets, who ſuffer 
Impriſonment not fr their Faults but Misfortunes, and are (except the Compajſion of 


this Honourable Houſe Interpoſe ) Condemned to a Death more ſevere than what the 
Law airefts for Murtherers and Criminals, thas of Starving. 


The Reliet of the Poor both in Priſon and out, 


ITT is an Ad of great Picty towards Almighty God, who requires 
it of us: Ie hath left the Poor as his Pupils, and the Rich as his 


Stewards to provide for them : It 15 one of thole great Tributes 
that he juſtly requires from the reſt of Mankind ; which becauſe they 
cannot pay to him, he hath {catter'd the Poor amoneglt them as his Sub- 
ſtirures and Receivers. 

I. It is an Ad of the greateſt Humanity among Men: Mercy and 
Benignity is due to the very Bcaſts that ferve Us, much more to thoſe 
Poor Priſoners that are partakers of the fame common Nature with Us. 

II. It is an AQ of great Civil Prudence and Political Wiſdom : For 
the keeping of the ManufaSturers, and People, who arc the Srength and 
Treaſure of a Nation, in the Kingdom : For inſtance, ſhould one Clothier 
or Choth-worker that underſtands the whole Myſtery of making Cloth, and 
the whole Wollen Manufacture be affrighred with the apprehenſion of 
periſhing in Priſon, and forced to fly into a Foreign Country, it might 
be a Million prejudice to the Nation: And whilſt the Father Iyes in 
Priſon, the Children are brought up m a Trade of Begging and Stealing. 

IV. No Hands will work and improve our Growths and ManutaQuures; 
but the Hands of the Poor; and 1t they are not provided for, their 
Want of Neceſfarics and their il] Dyet will beget Diſtempers, and They 
infe&t the Air, and may become an occaſion of a Peſtilence, and other 
contagious Diſeaſes, to the great Prejudice of the Kingdom : For a Gaol 
inte&ed 1s like a Ship in a Storm, the Good and the Bad both periſh 
together ; for many a poor Man, againſt whom a malicious Suit has been 
commenſed hath dyed in Priſon , and poſlibly it might be Malice 
propenſe, yet no Notice taken of it ; but if abroad a Man 1s killed, it's 
wiltul Murther by the Laws of Men, and it's to be feared the other 
will be eſteemed ſo by the Laws of God. For amongſt the Laws in 
Dent. Chap. 21. ver. 1, 2, 3. If one be found ſlain in the land which the 
Lord thy God bath given thee, then the Elders and the Fudges are accountable. 

V. In other Manufa&nring Countries a Beggar 15 a rare fight, and no 
Poor kept in Priſon: a Work that is one of the principal Chriſtian 
Vertues, and worthy the Imitation' of all good Chriſtians; and the 
letting our Brethren ſtarve in Priſon, is one of the greateſt Reproaches 
that can be imputed to Us, in relation ro our Chriſtian Profeilion. 


Memento the Law and the Prophets, Mat. 7. 13. 
Columbe Dianz $a. 


